
The Georgia Constitution of 1777 

As a state, Georgia needed a more permanent form of government 

than the "Rules and Regulations." An election was held to 

elect delegates to a state convention to write a new constitution for 

Georgia. The constitution was completed in February of 1777. The new 

constitution not only recognized the concept of popular sovereignty, it 

also recognized a new principle of separation of powers. This meant 

that each part of the new state government would have separate and 

distinct powers that no other branch could share. 

Although the new constitution appeared to create three branches 

of government, it gave the most power to the legislative branch. The 

constitution set up a unicameral, or one-house legislature, named the 

House of Assembly. The legislature had the power to create laws, and 

to appoint officials to the executive and judicial branches. 

The framers of the Georgia Constitution of 1777 made sure that 

the power of government did not rest with any one person. Because of 

their experiences with the king, they made sure that the governor had 

limited powers and could only serve a one-year term. They also made 

sure that the governor could not serve consecutive terms. Also, the 

governor did not have the power to veto laws. The governor was 

an executive in name only. 

The legislature, or House of Assembly, voted twelve of its own 

members to serve on an executive council. This council had the power 

to veto the governor and grant pardons.  
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Counties Not Parishes 

The constitution set up eight counties to replace the 

colonial parishes.  To see a map of the counties, click on the hyperlink 

in the previous sentence. Each county would have its own officials, 

courthouse, schools, and militia. In addition, each county had their own 

court called the superior court.  The constitution also stated how the 

cases could be tried. 

Let's Review 

  

The GA Constitution of 1777 established the following: 

 Unicameral Legislature 

 Legislature elected the governor 

 Governor 1-year term 

 Superior court in each county 

 Freedom of religion, press, and Trial by jury 

Strengths and Weaknesses of the GA Constitution of 1777 

The Strengths of the GA Constitution of 1777 

 Separation of Powers 

 Republican form of government 

 Basic Rights Protected 

The Weaknesses of the GA Constitution of 1777 

 One chamber legislature too powerful 

 No Check on legislative power 

 Weak governor 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Georgia+constitution+of+1777&hl=en&safe=off&client=firefox-a&hs=WEc&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&biw=1600&bih=733&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=xps54pe9F-5-KM:&imgrefurl=http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/tdgh-feb/feb05.htm&docid=U2ol7aEu8HUm3M&imgurl=http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/tdgh-feb/Georgia%252520Counties%2525201777.jpg&w=460&h=607&ei=HOjdT6LdEoim9ASGpeX6Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=375&vpy=118&dur=2413&hovh=258&hovw=195&tx=151&ty=164&sig=108921068760982141877&page=1&tbnh=135&tbnw=102&start=0&ndsp=39&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:80
https://gcps.desire2learn.com/d2l/lor/viewer/viewFile.d2lfile/354367/53897/FoundationsofGovernment_GAConstitutionof17773.html
https://gcps.desire2learn.com/d2l/lor/viewer/viewFile.d2lfile/354367/53897/FoundationsofGovernment_GAConstitutionof17773.html
https://gcps.desire2learn.com/d2l/lor/viewer/viewFile.d2lfile/354367/53897/FoundationsofGovernment_GAConstitutionof17773.html

